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prosperity, is now happily vested in the British CHAP. xxvi.
government. If in such a case we should be jus-
tified in leaving the young Rajah to his fate, and
liis country to be usurped by whoever may in the
end prove the strongest of the contending insurgents,
I really know not any circumstance short of a posi-
tive obligation by treaty which can be considered to
justify either past or future interference in any of
the native states which are in alliance with us, or
which have hitherto been deemed entitled to pro-
tection, as well from internal commotion as from
external aggression, both tending to disturb the
general tranquillity of India." The commander-in-
chief restricted his approbation of interference to
the ground of the danger to which the British
government was exposed by the probable extension
of disturbances beyond the boundaries of Bhurt-
pore. To avert this danger, he recommended the
assemblage of a military force near Muttra, at the
termination of the rainy season. After advert-
ing to the possible success of negotiation in effect-
ing the emancipation of the infant prince, and
expressing confidence in the talents of Sir Charles
Metcalfe, Sir Edward Paget pithily added, " Mean-
while, negotiations are very apt to thrive when
backed by a good army,"
The governor-general stood aloof. He was de-
cidedly opposed to the views entertained by Mr.
Fendall and Mr. Harrington, and, to a certain ex-
tent, by the commander-in-chief. He thought it
inexpedient to interfere in the internal concerns of